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“Those who go through the pages of this easy-to-read book, will see that, despite existing 
strong differences of opinion, it is possible to agree about some basic principles that could 
allow us to reach an ‘overlapping consensus.’ Putting into practice the basic elements of 
this consensus will minimize the suffering that so many women have to endure each day 
in every corner of the world.” - Isabel Allende

“Anibal Faúndes and José Barzelatto are two eminent physicians, respected worldwide 
for their research and activities in numerous international organizations. They are also 
persons of profound wisdom and great empathy. In this book, easy to read, they combine 
their personal experience with an analysis of studies that look into all aspects of abortion. 
This book should be obligatory reading for any person who wants to have an opinion 
about abortion. And everybody should have an opinion, because abortion can affect 
us all, directly or indirectly, whether we want it to or not.” - Carmen Barroso, International 
Planned Parenthood Federation Director for the Western Hemisphere

“For obstetricians the issue of abortion is particularly painful because, as emphasized in 
this book, our daily work is to defend the life of the fetus. For this same reason, I believe 
every colleague in our specialty should read the pages of this book that describe the 
evidence available on how to effectively reduce the number of abortions and describe 
with equanimity and respect the different positions facing the problem.” -  Arnaldo 
Acosta, President, International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics

Anibal Faúndes is Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of Campinas, 
São Paulo, Brazil, and Senior Researcher at CEMICAMP, an internationally renowned 
center for research in reproductive health.  He is currently Chair of the Committee on 
Sexual and Reproductive Rights of the International Federation of Gynecology and 
Obstetrics.  

José S. Barzelatto, currently Vice President of the Center for Health and Social Policy in 
San Francisco, served from 1985 to 1989 as Director of the UNDP/WHO/World Bank Special 
Program for Research and Training in Human Reproduction and from 1989 to 1997 as 
Director of the Reproductive Health and Population Program of the Ford Foundation.
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